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“Essentially, there are five main topics:

a) ‘the best interests of the child”;

b) the bond between the child and his parents or siblings;

¢) psychological dysfunction, the capacity to parent, and
the strengths and weaknesses associated with each
parent’s ability to parent, nurture, and understand the
children and their needs;

d) the nature of the coparental relationship; and
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“As of now, there is no psychologial test... that adequately
measures parental fitness...given the complex nature of
relationships and parenting, as well as the complexity of
the issues associated with custody and shared parenting,
no such test is available” (Stahl, 1994, p. 55).
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¢) recommendations for how the parents can share the time
with their children. This is often called the custody and
visitation plan” (Stahl, 1994, p. 23).
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“... the placement standard should be one that provides the
least detrimental available alternative for safeguarding a
child’s growth and development...it is that specific
placement and procedure for placement which maximize
her opportunity for being wanted and for maintaining, on
a continuous, unconditional, and permanent basis, a
relationship with at least one adult who is in fact, or is
capable of becoming, her psychological parent” (p. 50).
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Ackerman, 1995, pp. 142-155. Bricklin, 1995, Ch. 4-6.
Munsinger, 1994, Plumb & Lindlay, 1990, App. 4-19. Stahl,
15994, App. 2,3).
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“... temporary setback in an otherwise steady movement
toward maturity or the inevitable outcome of an earlier
series of emotional or physical or temperamental mishaps™
(Lukas, 1993),
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“Any invasion of family privacy alters the relationships
between family members and undermines the effectiveness
of parental authority. Children, on their part, react with
anxiety even to temporary infringements of parental
autonomy. The younger the child and the greater her own
helplessness and dependence, the stronger is her need to
experience her parents as her lawgiver - safe, reliable, all-
powerful, and independent. Therefore, no state intrusion
ought to be authorized unless probable and sufficient cause
has been established...” (p. 97).
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“Oppression in divorce is rooted in the laws governing
marital dissolution: Not only does the law favor women
through an mntrinsic maternal bias...it penalizes men for
their families role, which necessitates investment in
employment rather than direct child care”. (Arendell, 1995.

p. 69).
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