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“I think that most people would say that it is morally permissible for
Victim to use that anti-tank gun: surely it is permissible to kill a man if
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that is the only way in which you can prevent him from killing vou!
On the other hand, one of the things we are firmly wedded to is the
belief that human beings have a right to life, and this presumably
includes the right not to be killed. Aggressor is a human being; so he,
like the rest of us, has a right to life, and presumably, therefore, the
right not to be killed. So how can Victim kill him? Precisely why is it
permissible for Victim to use that anti-tank gun on Aggressor?”
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